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Dear Iranians.
The transitional board is holding a general meetimgiSunday, March the 16th
Location: Waverley Heights Community Centre, 1885 Chanc&liave
Winnipeg, Manitoba R3T 4C4
Phone: 261-7684
Time: 5:00 Pm to 7:30 Pm
Topics. Goals & Activities For Iranian Community Of Manitoa
Please join us for the Meeting.
Best regards: Transitional Board
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Leily Saloon: Threading & eyebrow plucking

()7 678 91:) ::< 2 3453
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Address: 200 Killarney AvyaVinnipeg, Phone: (204) 779-3030

e SUHRRITRAVEXRNIOURS:

g -.,"" .

Middle East Specialist

Air line tickets for Iran

and other Middle East I
countries with the best % $ ! #

Prices & '( )+ %

Zahrah Shoudeywa : Travel Consultant
Tel: (204) 269-3567 Fax: (204) 269-0311




'$* ("B-F 2
8 I/ ('B- F6 f;

Il#$% &I()*+Il’

Babysitter

Tel: 779-3030
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The Little Black Fish

By: Samad Behrangi, 1968

Translated to English by: Eric
Hooglund, 1976

Part2

We read Little black fish was not satisfied with his life pool and
wanted to see other places, he told his mothemisunother was not
supportive of his idea. The rest of story..

The mother laughed - "When | was a child, | usethiok a lot
like that. But, my dear, a stream has no beginaimgdj no end.
That's the way it is. The stream just flows and emnegoes
anywhere."

"But mother dear, isn't it true that everything &so an end ?
Nights end, days end, weeks, months, years..."

"Forget this pretentious talk," interrupted the hest- "Let's go
swimming. Now is the time to swim, not talk. "

"No, Mother, I'm tired of this swimming, | want s&t out and
see what's happening elsewhere. Maybe you thinkesoen
taught me these ideas but believe me, I've hack thiemights
for a long time. Of course, I've learned many tkifgre and
there. For instance, | know that when most fish @dt they
complain about everything. | want to know if life simply for
circling around in a small place until you becomd and
nothing else, or is there another way to live im world?"

When the little fish finished the mother exclaimetMy dear
child, are you crazy? World! ... World! What is ghother
world! The world is right here where we are. Lifjust as we
have it..."

Just then, a large fish approached their home aaid: s
"Neighbor, what you are arguing about with yourahiAren't
you planning to go swimming today?"

Hearing her neighbor's voice, the mother came bthiehouse
and said, "What's the world coming to! Now childrewen
want to teach their mothers something! "

How so?" asked the neighbor. "

Listen to the places this half-pint wants to godplied the
mother. "Saying over and over again | want to ge what's
happening in the world. What pretentious talk!"

"Little one," said the neighbor, "let's see. Simdgen have you
become a scholar and philosopher and not told us?"

"Madam," answered the little fish, "I don't know athyou
mean by 'scholar' and 'philosopher,’ I've just egottired of
these swims. | don't want to continue this boritgffsand be
happy as a foalintil one day | wake up and see tliké all Of
you, I've become old, but still am as dumb as Inamw."
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"Oh, what talk!" exclaimed the neighbor.

"I never thought my only child would turn out thigy," said
the mother. "I don't know what evil person put nmest baby
up to this."

"No one put me up to anything," said the littlenfi§l have
reason, and intelligence and understanding. | legres and |
can see."

"Sister," said the neighbor to the little fish'stimer, "do you
remember that twisted-up snail?"

"Yes, you're right," said the mother. "He used dusiphimself
on my baby. God knows what | would do to him!"

"That's enough, Mother," said the little fish. "iWas my
friend." "Friendship between a fish and a sna#jtighe
mother, "I've never heard of such a thing!"

"And I've never heard of a fish and a snail beingraies,"
replied the little fish. "But you all drowned theqr fellow."
"Let's not bring up the past,” said the neighbor.

"You brought up the subject yourself," said thedifish.

"It served him right to be killed," said the moth&dave you
forgotten the things he used to say everywheredm 2V
"Then," said the little fish, "kill me too sincerl'saying the
very same things."

To make a long story short, the arguing voiceseti#d the
other fish. The little fish's words angered evemlon
One of the old fish asked, "Did you think we'd pityu?"
"That one just needs a little box on the earsd aather.
"Go away," said the black fish's mother. "Don't youch

my child."

Another of them said, "Madam, if you don't raiseiyohild
correctly, you must expect it to be punished.”

The neighbor said, "I'm ashamed to live next to.you
Another said, "Let's do to the little fish what digl to the old
snail before it gets into trouble.”

When they tried to grab the little black fish, ieends
gathered around and took the fish away from thevbra

The black fish's mother beat her head and chestéed,
"Oh, my baby is leaving me. What am | going to déf?at a
curse has fallen upon me!"

"Mother, don't cry for me. Cry for the old fish wistay
behind."'Don't get smart, half-pint!" shouted one of thghfi
from afar."If you go away and afterwards regret it, we won't
let you come back," said a second.” These are Usafaies.
Don't go," said a third.There is no other worlde™orld is
right here. Come back! Said a fifth.” If you tureasonable and
come back, then we'll believe you really are aaliigent
fish," said a sixth.” Wait, we've gotten used teihg you
around..." said a seventhiThe mother cried, "Have mercy on
me. Don't go! Don't go!"

To be continued...
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IRAN

Norooz
(Persian New Year)

In harmony with the rebirth of nature, the Iranian
New Year Celebration, or Norooz, always begins on
the first day of spring. Norooz ceremonies are
symbolic representations of two ancient concefitg -
End and the Rebirth; or Good and Evil. A few weeks
before the New Year, Iranians clean and rearrange
their homes. They make new clothes, bake pastries
and germinate seeds as sign of renewal. The
ceremonial cloth is set up in each household.
Troubadours, referred to as Haji Firuz, disguise
themselves with makeup and wear brightly colored
outfits of satin. These Haji Firuz, singing and
dancing, parade as a carnival through the streigts w
tambourines, kettle drums, and trumpets to spread
good cheer and the news of the coming new year.

Last Wednesday of the year (Chahar Shanbeh Suri):
On the eve of last Wednesday of the year, litertiky
eve of Red Wednesday or the eve of celebration,
bonfires are lit in public places and people leagro
the flames, shouting:

Give me your beautiful red color
And take back my sickly pallor!

With the help of fire and light symbols of good, we
hope to see our way through this unlucky nighte- th
end of the year- to the arrival of springs longaysd
Traditionally, it is believed that the living wevesited
by the spirits of their ancestors on the last daye
year. Many people specially children, wrap
themselves in shrouds symbolically reenacting the
visits. By the light of the bonfire, they run thgiuthe
streets banging on pots and pans with spoons called
Gashog-Zani to beat out the last unlucky Wednesday
of the year, while they knock on doors to ask for
treats. Indeed, Halloween is a Celtic variatiohid
night. In order to make wishes come true, it is
customary to prepare special foods and distribute
them on this night. Noodle Soup a filled Persian
delight, and mixture of seven dried nuts and fruits
pistachios, roasted chic peas, almond, hazelngss, f
apricots, and raisins.

Fal-Gush

This is another ritual in which someone makes dwis
and stands at the corner of an intersection , @& on
terrace or behind a wall. That person will know his
fortune when he overhears conversation of a pagserb

Haft-Seen

A few days prior to the New Year, a special coger i
spread on to the Persian carpet or on a tablegryev
Persian household. This ceremonial table is called
cloth of seven dishes, (each one beginning with the
Persian letter Sinn). The number seven has been
sacred in Iran since the ancient times, and thersev
dishes stand for the seven angelic heralds of life-
rebirth, health, happiness, prosperity, joy, p&i#en
and beauty. The symbolic dishes consist of:

1. Sabzeh or sprouts, usually wheat or lentil
representing rebirth.

2. Samanu is a pudding in which common wheat
sprouts are transformed and given new life as ¢
sweet, creamy pudding and represents the
ultimate sophistication of Persian cooking.

3. Seeb means apple and represents health and
beauty.

4. Senjed the sweet, dry fruit of the Lotus tree,
represents love. It has been said that when
lotus tree is in full bloom, its fragrance and its
fruit make people fall in love and become
oblivious to all else.

5. Seer which is garlic in Persian, represents
medicine.

6. Somaqg sumac berries, represent the color of
sunrise; with the appearance of the sun Good
conquers Evil.

7. Serkeh or vinegar, represents age and patienc
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