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���������������The Little Black Fish  

�����������������������������By: Samad Behrangi, 1968 

����������������������������Translated to English by: Eric ���������������������
������������������          Hooglund, 1976 

Part2 
We read: Little black fish was not satisfied with his life in pool 
and wanted to see other places, he told his mother, but his 
mother was not supportive of his idea.�In spite of his mothers 
his friends opinion he started his journey to see the other part of 
world. Now the rest of story... 

Several friends of the same age accompanied the fish as far as 
the waterfall. As they parted, the fish said, "My friends, I hope 
to see you again. Don't forget me!" 

"How would it be possible to forget you?" asked the friends. 
"You've awakened us from a deep sleep. You've taught us 
many things that we had not even thought about before. We 
hope to see you again, learned and fearless friend." 

The little fish swam down the waterfall and fell into a pond full 
of water. At first the fish lost its balance but after a while began 
to swim and circled around the pond. The fish had never seen 
so much water collected in one place. 

Thousands of tadpoles were wriggling in the water. They 
laughed when they saw the little black fish, "What a funny 
shape! What kind of creature are you?" 

The fish looked them over thoroughly and said, "Please don't 
insult me. My name is Little Black Fish. Tell me your names so 
that we'll get acquainted. 

"We call one another tadpole," replied one of the tadpoles.�
�"We come from nobility," said another.��������������������������������������
��"We aren't shapeless and ugly-faced like you," said another 
one.������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�The fish said, "I never imagined you would be so conceited. 
That's all right. I'll forgive you since you're speaking out of 
ignorance." 

In one voice the tadpoles demanded, "Are you saying we're 
stupid?" 

"If you weren't ignorant," replied the fish, "you'd know that 
there are many others in the world who are pleased with their 
appearances. You don't even have names of your own." 

The tadpoles became very angry. But since they knew the little 
fish spoke truthfully, they changed their tone and said, "really, 
you're wasting words! We swim around the world every day 
from morning till evening, but except for ourselves and our 
father and mother, we see no one. Of course, there are tiny 
worms, but they don't count." 
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"You can't even leave the pond," said the fish. "How can you 
talk about traveling around the world?" 

"What! Do you think there's a world other than the pond?" 
exclaimed the tadpoles. 
"At least," responded the fish, "you must wonder where this 
water comes from and what things are outside of it." �����������
�"Outside the water!" exclaimed the tadpoles, "Where is that? 
We're never seen outside of the water! Haha... Haha ...You're 
crazy!"                                                                               
"Where is your mother?" asked the fish.                             
"Hello, Great Lady," said the fish.                                    
The frog responded "Worthless creature, now is not the time to 
show off. You've found some children to listen to you and are 
talking pretentiously. I've lived long enough to know that the 
world is this pond. Mind your own business and don't lead my 
children astray." 

"If you lived a hundred years," said the little fish, "you'd still 
be nothing more than an ignorant and helpless frog." 

The frog got angry and jumped at Little Black Fish. The fish 
flipped quickly and fled like lightening, stirring up sediment 
and worms at the bottom of the pond. 

The valley twisted and curved. The stream became deeper and 
wider. But if you looked down at the valley from the top of the 
mountains, the stream would seem like a white thread. In one 
place, a piece of large rock had broken off from the mountain, 
fallen to the bottom of the valley, and split the water into two 
branches. A large lizard the size of a hand, lay on her stomach 
on the rock. She was enjoying the sun's warmth and watching a 
large, round crab resting on the sand at the bottom or the water 
in a shallow place and eating a frog he had snared. 

The little fish suddenly saw the crab, became frightened, and 
greeted him from afar. The crab glanced sideways at the fish 
and said, 
"What a polite fish! Come closer, little one. Come on!" 

"I'm off to see the world," said the little fish, "and I never want 
to be caught by you, sir!" 

"Little fish, why you are so pessimistic and scared?" asked the 
crab. 

�������������� To be continued… 
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 Introduction : The below text is the speech of Anahita Aminian in 
“Immigrant women Festival” which�has been held in March 15 in 
Winnipeg. This is the story of a successful Iranian immigrant woman 
with the happy family life. True, inspiring and informative. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Khosh Aamadeed! Welcome! 
Ladies, gentlemen and our dear children, 
My name is Anahita Aminian. I have lived in Manitoba with my 
husband since 1986 and we have a 17 year old son. As an 
immigrant woman in my early twenties, I arrived in Canada with 
2 suitcases and tremendous hope and fear about my future. The 
strongest motivation to continue was the freedom that Canada 
offered and I truly appreciate every opportunity to exercise free 
choice as a woman. 
I began my journey in my adopted home with hard work and 
support of many wonderful mentors. Thanks to Canada and all 
the opportunities that were available to me, I have managed a 
fulfilling career and relative financial comfort and a happy 
family life. 
I am one of the lucky ones who have been able to achieve these 
goals in my life. As a wife I have been able to work alongside 
my husband and enjoy the same opportunities and rights as my 
husband. 
As a mother I have been able to raise my son in a safe 
environment. 
As a daughter I have been able to sponsor my parents to 
immigrate to Canada and support them. 
As an immigrant woman I have been able to become an early 
childhood educator by completing my formal training at Red 
River College and University of Winnipeg. 
As a member of this society I have been able to have fulltime 
employment, provide an essential service to society and 
contribute to the economy of this wonderful and very cold 
province! 
As a Canadian citizen I have been able to enjoy travelling to 
other countries with respect and dignity. 
I am truly grateful for what I have been able to achieve in my 
life, and I will always be a proud Canadian with my Iranian 
accent! 
However, as an Iranian immigrant, I have witnessed obstacles 
faced by immigrant women on a daily basis and I take this 
opportunity to share them with you. 
Immigrants or refugees leave their native land for different 
reasons such as: economic, political or religious persecution or 
social uncertainty. But, we all have one common goal and it is to�
achieve happiness and prosperity in our new home. We try hard 
to be part of the new society and be accepted.  
Undoubtedly, it is one of the hardest tasks anyone has to 
encounter. Immigrant women struggle for survival in their home 
land and in a different way in Canada. 

IRAN 
 

 I would like to draw your attention to a number of basic rights 
that non-immigrant women may take for granted and the day to 
day struggle that immigrant women have to endure. 
Lack of knowledge about human rights specifically women’s 
rights in Canada. 

·  No access to education opportunity due to cultural 
beliefs and practices. 

·  Lack of support from husbands. 
·  Lack of child care during evenings and on the week-

ends to attend school to improve their training while 
holding a full time job due to financial necessity, such 
as: English classes or other classes that are required for 
employment (First Aid & CPR). 

·  Lack of support to deal with culture shock, which can 
be extremely difficult to cope with. 

·  Domestic violence that is hidden. 
·  Divorce or separation that are taboos. 
·  High stress level that can cause physical and emotional 

disabilities. 
·  Lack of Canadian experience in order to find satisfying 

employment. 
·  Lack of cultural awareness at the place of work. 
·  Lack of accurate information that is essential to live in 

our new home land. 
   Federal and Provincial governments have developed many 
programs for immigrant women; however, one important tool 
that is very crucial to immigrant women is to receive all the 
necessary information in their own language. Iranian women, 
who immigrate to Manitoba, need to have orientation in Farsi 
upon their arrival and to have all the brochures translated to 
Farsi. 
   In order to help new Iranian women to feel welcome, 
empowered and safe, I recommend to invite and to involve 
successful Iranian women to work as mentors and assist the new 
comers to adapt to the Canadian way of life faster.  
   In conclusion, I would like to thank you all for allowing me to 
share my experience as an Iranian immigrant woman in 
Manitoba. Even though my story is a happy one, we must never 
forget that there are many sad stories about immigrant women in 
Canada. Let’s not forget about their struggles and help them 
succeed. I am not a politician, and I know there is always a�
demand or request for financial aid to different organizations, 
however, as Canadians we must remember that by helping 
immigrant women we help nurture independent individuals and a 
society with strong foundation that in turn leads to a successful 
future for all.  

 

Moteshakeram! Thank you! 

Anahita Aminian 
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