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���������������The Little Black Fish  

�����������������������������By: Samad Behrangi, 1968 

����������������������������Translated to English by: Eric ���������������������
������������������          Hooglund, 1976 

Part4 
We read: Little black fish was not satisfied with his life in pool and 
wanted to see other places, he told his mother, but his mother was not 
supportive of his idea.�In spite of his mothers �and his friends opinion 
he started his journey to see the other part of the world. He saw some 
tadpoles and talked to them about his plan to go to the end of river. 
They  teased him, he saw a crab who was nice to him but little black 
fish was suspicious and now the rest of story... 

"Little fish, why you are so pessimistic and scared?" asked the 
crab.                                                                                        
"I'm neither pessimistic nor afraid," answered the fish. "I speak 
about everything I see and understand."                             
"Well, then," said the crab, "Please tell me what you've seen 
and understood that makes you think I want to capture you?" 
"Don't try to trick me!" responded the fish. �������������������������
�"Are you referring to the frog?" queried the crab. "How 
childish you are! I have a grudge against frogs; that's the reason 
I hunt them. Do you know, they think they're the only creatures 
in the world and that they're very lucky. I want to make them 
understand who is really master in the world! So you don't have 
to be afraid, my dear. Come here. Come on."���������������������������
�As the crab talked, he was walking backwards towards the 
little fish. His gait was so funny that the fish couldn't help 
laughing and said, 
"Poor thing! You don't even know how to walk. How did you 
ever learn who runs the world?"������������������������������������The 
black fish drew back from the crab. A shadow fell upon the 
water and suddenly a heavy blow pushed the crab into the sand. 
The lizard laughed so hard at the crab's expression that she 
slipped and almost fell into the water. The crab couldn't get up.�
The little fish saw that a young shepherd was standing at the 
edge of the water watching the fish and the crab. A flock of 
sheep and goats came up to the water and thrust their mouths 
in. The valley filled with the sounds of "Meh Meh" and "Bah 
Bah."��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
�The little black fish waited until the sheep and goats had drunk 
their water and left, then called the lizard, "Dear lizard, I'm a 
little black fish who's going to search for the end of the stream.�
��"All along the way, they've been frightening me a great deal 
about the pelican, the swordfish and the heron. Do you know 
anything about them?" ����������������������������������������������������������  
"The swordfish and the heron," said the lizard, "aren't found in 
this area, especially the swordfish who lives in the sea. But it's 
possible that the pelican is farther down. Be careful he doesn't 
trick you and catch you in his pouch."��������������������������������������
�"What pouch?"������������������������������������������������������������������� 

"Under his throat," explained the lizard, "the pelican has a 
pouch which holds a lot of water. When the pelican's 
swimming, fish, without realizing it, sometimes enter his pouch 
and then go straight into his stomach. But if the pelican isn't 
hungry, he stores the fish in his pouch to eat later." 
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"It's not necessary to thank me, my dear. I have many of these daggers. 
When I have nothing to do, I sit down and make daggers from blades of 
grass and give them to smart fish like you." "What?" asked the fish, 
"Have other fish passed here before me?"                                        
"Many have passed by," the lizard replied. "They've formed themselves 
into a school and they give the fisherman a hard time." "Excuse me for 
talking so much," said the black fish, "but if you don't think me 
meddlesome, tell me how they give the fisherman a hard time."          
"Well," answered the lizard, "they stick together. Whenever the 
fisherman throws his net, they get inside, pull the net with them, and 
drag it to the bottom of the sea."                                                           
The lizard placed her ear on the crack, listened and said, "I must excuse 
myself now. My children have awakened."                                            
The lizard went into the crack in the rock. The black fish had no choice 
but to set out again. But all the while there were many questions on the 
fish's mind. "Is it true that the stream flows to the sea? If only the 
pelican doesn't catch me! Is it true the swordfish enjoys killing and 
eating its own kind? Why is the heron our enemy?"                              
The little fish continued swimming and thinking, in every stretch of the 
way the fish saw and learned new things. How the fish liked turning 
somersaults, tumbling down waterfalls, and swimming again. The fish 
felt the warmth of the sun and grew strong. At one place a deer was 
hastily drinking some water. The little fish greeted her.                          
"Pretty deer, why are you in such a hurry?"                                           
"A hunter is following me," replied the deer. "I've been hit by a bullet. . . 
. right here!"                                                                                           
The little fish didn't see the bullet hole, but from the deer's limping gait 
knew she was telling the truth.                                                                 

 

"You must be a stranger here!" "Yes," responded the black fish, "I'm a 
stranger. I've come from far away." "Where do you want to go?" asked 
the tiny fish. "I’m going to find the end of the stream," replied the black 
fish. "Which stream?"                                                                         
"This very stream we're swimming in," answered the black fish.         
"We call this a river," stated the tiny fish. The black fish didn't say 
anything. "Don't you know that the pelican lives along the way?" 
inquired one of the tiny fish. "Yes, I know," answered the black fish. 
"Do you know what a big wide pouch the pelican has?" asked another. 
"I know that too," replied the black fish. "In spite of all this, you still 
want to go?" exclaimed the tiny fish.            …to be continued 

 

<�

 "If a fish enters the pouch, is there any way of 
getting out?" asked the fish.� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �
�"There's no way unless the fish rips open the 
pouch," answered the lizard.����� �� � �� �� �� � �� �� � �� � � �
�"I'm going to give you a dagger so that if you 
get caught by the pelican, you can do just that." 
Then the lizard crawled into a crack in the rock 
and returned wit a very sharp dagger������������������
�The little fish took the dagger and said, "Dear 
lizard, you are so kind! I don't know how to 
thank you." 

 
At one place tortoise were napping in 
the sun's warmth. At another place the 
boisterous noise of partridges twisted 
through the valley. The Later on the 
fish came upon a school of fish. The 
little fish had not seen any other fish 
since leaving home. Several tiny fish 
surrounded Little Black Fish and said,  
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 Iran Travel Guide 

Iran as old as history itself inherits one of the most 
ancient civilizations of the planet. Throughout the 
years, its culture has influenced different parts of the 
globe from the Nile River to the heart of Europe. For 
many years, people from all over the world have 
traveled the historic trade route of Silk Road, 
marveling at the varied glory of the Persian Empire's 
great civilization.  

To visit Iran is a unique experience, the experience of 
being in the cradle of a great culture and civilization. 
Boasting three millennia of recorded history, Iran 
enjoys a great legacy of ruins and hallowed 
stonework. The Iranian style of architecture is 
distinctive and creative. Persepolis and the rare 
impressive edifices of Isfahan as well as the Air Traps 
of the central desert region are the hallmarks of the 
Iranian unique architecture. If you simply want to 
walk in the footsteps of some history's most 
outstanding figures, this historic land is blessed with 
some of the best. 

 Along with its splendid history and culture, Iran is a 
diverse land and has a great variety of geographical 
environment which offers a sense of paradise for all 
of the nature lovers. Iran's climatic diversity is such 
that some tourists can enjoy winter sports in the 
mountains while others can bathe in the warm waters 
of the southern shores, both within a few hours drive 
from the main cities. If you are lucky enough to fly 
into Iran, be sure to ask for a window seat, you might 
be surprised by what you see. 

 The most noticeable highlight of Iran is its people; 
Iranians are well known to be warm and amiable. 
Travelers continuously recount tales of unexpected 
kindnesses, of hands extended in friendship, of the 
gregarious, hospitable and generous Iranians. 

 What is universal in Iranian character is the 
enjoyment of the cadences of poetry read aloud, their 
wonderful food, and their admiration of natural 
beauty. It could be said that Iran is a nation of poets 
and poetry is still venerated to this day. Art is the 
permanent gift that Iranians have given to the history 
of the world. 

IRAN 
 

Have the time of your life in this ancient land, get 
delightfully lost in the bazaar in Shiraz, Kerman and 
Kashan, drink tea in the courtyard of a traditional 
Chaykhune (teahouse) or join the crowds for an 
evening stroll in Tabriz. In the process, you will come 
to appreciate the atmosphere that makes Iran so 
distinctive. So pack your bags and soak up the 
history, the subtle cultural shifts and the hospitability.  
 
Geographical Location: 
A large country strategically located in the Middle 
East region, between the Gulf of Oman, the Persian 
Gulf, and the Caspian Sea; Iran is situated both in the 
northern hemisphere and east of Greenwich meridian 
on 25-40 degree lat and 43-63 degree long .  
It is bordered by Iraq to the west, Turkey, Armenia, 
and Azerbaijan to the northwest, Turkmenistan to the 
northeast, Afghanistan and Pakistan to the southeast. 
 
Tehran, the capital city of Iran, is located on the 
slopes of the Alborz Mountains at an elevation of 
about 1210 m (about 3960 ft) in northern Iran. It sits 
at the foot of the magnificent Mount Damavand Mt. 
the tallest mountain in Iran. 
 
Surface Area: 
The 18th largest country in the world in terms of area 
at 1,648,000 sq km (land: 1.636 million sq km, water: 
12,000 sq km), Iran is slightly larger than Alaska and 
about the size of United Kingdom, France, Spain and 
Germany combined. 
 
 
Name: Iran 
Former Name: Persia 
Nationality:  Iranian 
Capital City:  Tehran 
Population: Over Seventy Million 
Official Currency:  Iranian Rial (IRR) 
Official Language: Persian (Farsi) 
Time Zone: GMT/UTC +3.5 
International Calling Code: +98 
Internet TLD:  .IR 
 
 
S: /www.irpedia.com 
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 E-Mail: 

publicrelations@hamsafarnewspaper.com   

    
 

Tel: (204) 997-0680  
(Call after 6 P.M.) 
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