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���������������The Little Black Fish  

�����������������������������By: Samad Behrangi, 1968 

����������������������������Translated to English by: Eric ���������������������
������������������          Hooglund, 1976 

Part)  
We read: Little black fish was not satisfied with his life in pool and 
wanted to see other places, he told his mother, but his mother was not 
supportive of his idea.�In spite of his mothers �and his friends opinion 
he started his journey to see the other part of the world. He learned so 
many things from the animals he saw in his journey, and now the rest 
of story... 

Soon a rumor spread among all the fish that a little black fish 
had come from far away and wanted to find the end or the 
river. And the fish wasn't even afraid of the pelican! Several 
tiny fish were tempted to go with the black fish but didn't 
because they were afraid of the grown-ups. Others said, "If 
there weren't a pelican, we would come with you. We're afraid 
of the pelican's pouch." 

A village was on the edge of the river. Village women and girls 
were washing dishes and clothes in the river. The little fish 
listened to their chatter for a while and watched the children 
bathing, then set off. The fish went on and on and on, still 
farther on, until night fell, then lay down under a rock to sleep. 

The fish woke in the middle of the night and saw the moon 
shining into the water and lighting up everything. The little 
black fish liked the moon very much. On nights when the moon 
shone into the water, the fish longed to creep out from under 
the moss and speak with her. But Mother would always wake 
up, pull the fish under the moss, and make it go to sleep again. 

The little fish looked up at the moon and said 
"Hello, my lovely moon!" 

"Hello, Little Black Fish. What brings you here?" 

"I'm traveling around the world." 

"The world is very big," said the moon. "You can't travel 
everywhere." 

"That's okay," said the fish. "I'll go everywhere I can." 

"I'd like to stay with you till morning," said the moon, "but a 
big black cloud is coming toward me to block out my light." 

"Beautiful moon!  I like your light so much. I wish you'd 
always shine on me." 

"My dear fish, the truth is, I don't have any light of my own. 
The sun gives me light and I reflect it to the earth. Tell me, 
have you heard that humans want to fly up and land on me in a 
few years?""That's impossible," exclaimed the fish.              
"It's a difficult task," said the moon, "but whatever they want, 
humans can. . . ." 
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The moon couldn't finish her sentence. The dark cloud approached and 
covered her face. 

The night became dark again, and the black fish was alone. The fish 
looked at the darkness in surprise and amazement for several seconds, 
then crept under a rock and fell asleep. 

The fish woke up early in the morning and saw overhead several tiny 
fish chattering. When they saw that the black fish was awake, they said 
in one voice, "Good morning!" 

The black fish recognized them right away and said, "Good morning! 
You followed me after all!" 

"Yes," answered one of the tiny fish, "but we're still afraid." 

"The thought of the pelican just won't go away," said another. 

"You worry too much," said the black fish. "One shouldn't worry all the 
time. Let's start out and our fears will vanish completely." 

But as they were about to set out, they felt the water all around them rise 
up and a lid was placed over them. It was dark everywhere and there 
was no way to escape. The black fish immediately realized that they had 
been caught in the pelican's pouch. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

"My friends," said the little black fish, "we've been caught in the 
pelican's pouch, but there's a chance to escape." 

All the tiny fish began to cry. On of them said, "There's no way to 
escape! It's your fault since you influenced us and led us astray." 

Suddenly the sound of frightening laughter twisted through the water. It 
was the pelican. He kept on laughing and said, "What tiny fish I've 
caught! Ha. Ha. Truly, my heart bleeds for you. I don't want to swallow 
you! Ha, Ha . . ." 

The tiny fish began pleading, "Your Excellency, Mr. Pelican! We've 
been hearing about you for a long time. If you'd be so kind as to open 
your distinguished beak a little so that we might go out, we'll always be 
grateful to you." 

…to be continued 
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Eram Garden, Shiraz 
 
http://www.worldisround.com/articles/73022/photo674.html 
 
 
Shiraz has had a world fame for its gardens. Eram (Bagh-e 
Eram) is of the highest importance. Its Sassing architecture 
and mirror-encrusted stalactite are unique. The impressive 
cypress trees, one of which dates back to 300 years ago, 
create an eye-catching scene.  
 
This was once a private palace built during the Qajar 
Dynasty, and has changed owners several times. In 1953, 
the Iranian government donated the mansion to the faculty 
of Law at the Pahlavi University of Iran.  
 
 
Today it's a museum and is also known for its beautiful 
botanical gardens. The city of Shiraz is known as the city 
of rose gardens, nightingales and poets. Two of Iran's 
greatest ancient national poets, Hafez of Shiraz and Saadi, 
lay buried here.  
 
 
Saadi requested that the following verse be inscripted on 
his tomb: "From the tomb of Saadi, son of Shiraz - The 
perfume of love escapes - Thou shalt smell it still one 
thousand years after his death. 
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 E-Mail: 

publicrelations@hamsafarnewspaper.com   

    
 

Tel: (204) 997-0680  
(Call after 6 P.M.) 
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