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Little Black Fish
By: Samad Behrangi, 8%

Translated to Englishyb Eric
Hooglund, 1976

Final part

We read Little black fish was not satisfied with his life h pool and
wanted to see other places, he told his mother, bbts mother was not
supportive of his idea. In spite of his mother’s ad his friend’s opinion he
started his journey to see the other part of the witd. He saw many fish
during his journey. They were happy with their little pond and all of them
were scared from pelican. He and some other fish wecaught by pelican
one day. They begged the pelican to set them freecanow the rest of
story...

"I don't want to swallow you right now," said theligan. "l've some
fish stored. Look below."

Several large and tiny fish were scattered on tt®in of the
pouch."Your Excellency, Mr. Pelican!" cried theytifish, "we haven't
done anything. We're innocent. This little bladhfied us astray . .
."'Cowards!" exclaimed the little black fish, "ayeu crying like this
because you think this dishonest bird is merciful?"

"You don't know what you're saying," said the tfigh. "Just wait and
see . . . His Excellency, Mr. Pelican, will pardesand swallow you!"
"Of course I'll pardon you," said the pelican."Butone condition."

"Your condition, please, sir!" begged the tiny fis8trangle that
meddlesome fish, and then you'll get your freedom."

The little black fish moved aside and said to thg fish, "Don't
agree! This deceitful bird wants to turn us aga@asth other. | have a
plan . . ."But the tiny fish were so intent on seythemselves that
they couldn't think of anything else. They advantmdards the little
black fish who was sitting near the back of thegtoand talking
slowly. "Cowards! Whatever happens, you've beegletand don't
have a way to escape. And you're not strong entughrt me." "We
must strangle you," said the tiny fish.

"We want freedom!""You've lost your senses," saiel black fish.
"Even if you strangle me, you won't escape. Dailtfor his tricks . .
""You're talking like this just to save yoursel§aid the tiny fish.
"Otherwise you wouldn't think of us at all.""Juisttén," said the black
fish, "and I'll explain. I'll pretend I'm dead. Thewe'll see whether or
not the pelican will free you. If you don't agreethis, I'll kill all of
you with this dagger or rip open the pouch and gseehile you . .
""Enough!" interrupted one of the fish. "I cartasd this talk. Oh,
wee . . .oh, wee . . .oh wee . ..""Why did you dwéng along this
crybaby?" demanded the black fish upon seeing IymTten the fish
took out the dagger and held it in front of theytiish. Helpless, they
agreed to the little fish's suggestion. They pré¢ehto be fighting
together. The black fish pretended to be dead.ctthers went
forward and said, "Your Excellency, Mr. Pelican, steangled the
meddlesome black fish . .

4

=%

"Good work!" laughed the pelican. "Now, as aaedy I'm going to
swallow all of you alive so that you can have arstroll in my
stomach!"The tiny fish never had a chance. Quidligasening they
passed through the pelican's throat and were @rteat that very

instant, the black fish drew the dagger, split ofrenwall of the pouch
with one blow and fled.
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The black fish went on and on and still fartheruonil it was noon. The river
had passed through the mountains and valleys andvas flowing across a
level plain. Several other smaller rivers had jdiitdfrom the right and the left,
increasing its water greatly. The black fish wa@ging the immensity of the
water.Soon the fish realized the water had no botfthe fish swam this way
and that way and didn't touch anywhere. There waswgch water that the little
fish got lost in it! No matter how far the fish swastill the water was endless.
Suddenly, the fish noticed a large, long creathweging forward like
lightening. There was a two-edged sword in front®©mouth.

The little fish thought, "The swordfish! He's goitagcut me to pieces this very
instant!"

Quickly the fish jumped out of the way and swanth® surface.

After a while the fish went under the water agaifobk for the bottom. On the
way the fish met a school of fish-thousands andghads of fish.

"Friend," said the fish to one of them, "I'm a sfgar. I've come from far away.
Where is this place?"

The fish called his friends and said, "Look! Anathe." Then replied to the
black fish, "Friend, welcome to the sea."

Another said, "All rivers and streams flow herecext some which flow into
swamps."

"You can join our group anytime you wish," said arf¢he fish.

The little black fish was happy to have reachedsteeand said, "I'd like to
travel around first, then I'll come join your groui like to be with you the next
time you pull down the fisherman's net."

"You'll get your wish soon," answered one of tiehfi'Now go explore. But if
you swim to the surface, watch out for the hertwen't afraid of anyone
these days. She doesn't stop bothering us tit slaeight four or five fish a
day."The black fish then left the group of sea fisid began swimming. A little
later the fish came to the surface of the sea. Amwnsun was shining. The little
black fish enjoyed feeling the sun's bright raystemack. Calm and happy, the
fish was swimming on the surface of the sea antkihg, "Death could come
upon me very easily now. But as long as I'm ablévgg | shouldn't go out to
meet death. Of course, if someday | should be ébtadace death-as | shall-it
doesn't matter. What does matter is the influehaery life or death will have
on the lives of others . . ."The little black fislasn't able to pursue these
thoughts. A heron dived down, swooped up the fisit carried it off. Caught in
the heron's long beak, the little fish kicked aral/@d but couldn't get free. The
heron had grabbed the fish's waist so tightly itisdtfe was ebbing away. After
all, how long can a little fish stay alive out oter?"If only the heron would
swallow me this very instant,” thought the fistheé the water and moisture
inside her stomach would prevent my death at feast few minutes."The fish
addressed the heron with this thought in mind. "Wbg't you swallow me
alive? I'm one of those fish whose body becomdsfipoison after death."The
heron didn't reply. She thought, "Oh, a tricky oviiat are you up to? You
want to get me talking so you can escape!"

Dry land was visible in the distance. It got cloard closer.

"I know you want to take me to your children,"” stie fish, "but by the time we
reach land, I'll be dead, and my body will beconsaek full of poison. Why
don't you have pity for your children?"

"Precaution is also a virtue!" thought the herdreah eat you myself and catch
another fish for my children. . . but let's see could this be a trick? No, you
can't do anything."

As the heron thought she noticed that the bla¢ksfisody was limp and
motionless. "Does this mean you're dead," thoughteron. "Now | can't even
eat you! I've ruined such a soft and delicate fiismo reason at all!"

"Hey little one!" she called to the black fish. '#you still half alive so that |
can eat you?"

But she didn't finish speaking because the monmtenbpened her beak, the
black fish jumped and fell down.

The heron realized how badly she'd been trickeddaret after the little black
fish. The fish streaked through the air like ligtitey. The fish had lost its senses
from thirst for sea water and thrust its dry mointio the moist wind of the sea.
But as soon as the fish splashed into the watet@oida new breath, the heron
caught up and this time swallowed the fish sotfzat the fish didn't understand
what had happened. The fish only sensed that ebhengawas wet and dark.
There was no way out. The sound of crying coulthéerd.
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When the fish's eyes had become accustomed tatkeitisaw a tiny
fish crouched in a corner, crying. He wanted higshan The black fish
approached and said:

"Little one! ... Get up! Think about what we shodld. What are you
crying for? Why do you want your mother?""You theréNho are
you?" responded the tiny fish. "Can't you seeff.... dy...ing. O, me
... oh, my ...oh, oh ... mama ... | ... | can't eonith you to pull the
fisherman's net to the bottom of the sea any moaod, oh ... oh,
oh!""Enough, there!" said the little fish. "Youdisgrace all fish."After
the tiny fish had controlled his crying, the litflsh continued, "l want
to kill the heron and find peace of mind to alhfiut first, | must send
you outside so that you don't ruin everything.""¥fewying yourself,"
replied the tiny fish. "How can you kill the herdmfe little fish
showed the dagger. "From right inside here, I'nmgao rip open her
stomach. Now listen to what | say. I'm going tatstassing back and
forth in order to tickle the heron. As soon as shens her mouth and
begins to laugh, you jump out.”

"Then what about you?" asked the tiny fish.

"Don't worry about me. I'm not coming out untild'killed this good-
for-nothing."The black fish stopped talking and &edossing back and
forth and tickling the heron's stomach. The tighfivas standing ready
at the entrance of the heron's stomach. As sotimedseron opened her
mouth and began to laugh, the tiny fish jumpedama fell into the
water. But no matter how long he waited, there Vtasry sign of the
black fish.

Suddenly, he saw the heron twist and turn and etyThen she began
to beat her wings and fell down. She splashedthrgavater. She beat
her wings again, then all movement stopped. Butthas no sign of
Little Black Fish, and since that time, nothing baen heard.

The old fish finished her tale and said to her @Q,6hildren and
grandchildren, "Now it's time to sleep, childrera ® bed."

"Grandmother!" exclaimed the children and grandeltbn, "You didn't
say what happened to that tiny fish."

"We'll leave that for tomorrow night," said the dish. "Now, it's time
for bed. Goodnight."

Eleven thousand, nine hundred and ninety-nine liith said goodnight

and went to sleep. The grandmother fell asleepBabtry as she might,

a little red fish couldn't get to sleep. All nighhg she thought about the
sea ...

The End
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